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The other doctrine which deeply influenced the
founder of the Sikh religion was that of Christianity.
Like so many others, Nanak attempted to unravel
a single eclectic faith from the elements of several
religions. He preached the gospel of a Creative
Spirit outside which all is maya> i.e. illusion. Salva-
tion is dependent on the intervention of a Guru,
a spiritual preceptor, acting as intercessor between
God and man. The new faith was called Sikhism ;
the name Sikh meaning " disciple " (from the verb
Sikhna : to learn). On Nanak's death another Guru
took his place, who in turn was succeeded by a third,
and thus an apostolic succession was established.
The fifth Guru attempted to combine the sect in a
more or less independent race and state, bringing
thus upon the Sikhs for the first time the enmity
of the central Moslem government at Delhi. From
now on the hatred of the old religion for the new
intensified with the years. And in the time of the
sixth Guru the Sikhs, hitherto a peaceful brother-
hood, began to develop into a warrior clan, and took
steps to organize their defence. Towards the close
of the seventeenth century, during the primacy of
Bahadur, the ninth Guru, the fanatic emperor
Aurangzeb, the ruthless persecutor of all non-
Moslems, attempted to exterminate the sect and
had Bahadur put to death. Just before he was led
to the scaffold, Bahadur, standing on the roof of his
prison, uttered an amazing prophecy. " In a little
while there shall come from the West a band of my
disciples, fair-skinned men wearing helmets, who
will avenge my death and destroy my enemies to
the last man."
History renewed itself; the saintly martyr's death
consolidated the Sikh faith. On this rock, on the
blood-stained corpse of Bahadur, was founded for